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LAURENCE 


HOUSMAN: 
man of vision 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN, 


at the age of 93. 


He gave his name to the book distributing and publishing 


side of Peace News: Housmans Bookshop. 


Censorship, described by The Times last Saturday as “not 
conspicuously intelligent,” kept some of his best plays off the 


stage for many years. 


appreciation, delivered in a speech on the occasion of Laurence 


Housman’s eightieth birthday by John 
Middleton Murry, at that time editor of 
Peace News: 


JT AURENCE HOUSMAN'S . . . affec- 

tion for humanity is wide ranging. It 
has attached itself pre-eminently to that 
figure in the past who manifested it to the 
wonderment of the mediaval world—St. 
Francis of Assisi. In re-creating St. Francis 
for us, and re-creating his friends and asso- 
ciates, Laurence Housman has replenished 
the dwindling store of man’s affection for 
man. He has gone back, as it were, to the 
fountainhead, or to the first great reservoir 
that was filled by it. 


The book which first made me aware of 
Laurence Housman was “ John of Jingalo.” 
In the reprint, which was made at the time 
of King Edward's abdication, Laurence 
Housman specifically disclaims any gift of 
prophecy and claims simply an intelligent 
appreciation of the way in which the wheels 
within wheels of state affairs go round with- 
out anybody knowing anything about them. 
Perhaps Laurence Housman’s appreciation 
of these things was sharpened by his exas- 
perating experiences of the ponderous 
duplicity of the Lord Chamberlain's office. 

It is wonderful how little exasperation 
there is in Laurence Housman’s work. I 
think he has found it impossible to be 
bitter; so at any rate it seemed to me when 
I read his autobiography, ‘‘ The Unexpected 
Years.” 

And I wondered, too. whether the fact 
(which I then learned for the first time) 
that a very famous best-seller of the pre- 
1914 days, “The Love Letters of an Eng- 
lishwoman,” was his work, had not some- 
thing to do with his exemplary tolerance. 
To have realised that, so long as that book 


@ ON BACK PAGE 


Laurence Housman with Vera Brittain at 
his ninetieth birthday celebrations. 


writer, 
Pledge Union sponsor, and a member of Peace News 
Ltd., died in hospital at Glastonbury on February 20 


CYPRUS STILL 
A WAR ISLAND 


What the peace pact hides 


By CHRISTOPHER FARLEY 
r[HE CYPRIOTS HAVE BEEN GIVEN NO RIGHTS CONCERNING THE 


These bases are more important than any constitutional 
details or even Enosis. No present feelings of relief must be 
allowed to hide this fact. 


The agreement to establish an “independent” Cyprus is 


artist, Peace 


very welcome. This is the policy to which a British Govern- 
ment spokesman in 1954 said “ never,” because the Govern- 
ment believed that its military bases dictated the continued 


need for colonial domination. 


After five years of bitter hostility and bloodshed the inevitable has 


been faced: Cypriot aspirations have forced a measure of independence. 


The new constitution has still to be worked out, but we may well 
have seen an end to the violence. 


: This improvement will be more than welcome. The last five years 
The following are extracts from a hitherto unpublished must never be forgotten. 


on the island have: 
TUTTO TUTTE TULLOCH LULL PLOLLOL LULL Lo 


News in brief 


Political action in Norfolk 

@ WAFFHAM, Downham Market and one 

half of East Dereham, the three Jargest 
towns in the South-West Norfolk Parlia- 
mentary Constituency; where a by-election 
is pending, have now been canvassed by 
the Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War as part of their “No votes 
for the bomb ” Campaign, 

This week-end will see their teams finish- 
ing the first phase of this activity by 
completing the canvassing of East Dere- 
ham. It is expecied that a preliminary 
report of the canvass will be available 
for next week's Peace News, 

(See also letters—page five.) 

Delegate Conference on “Civil Defence: 
Common Sense or Fallacy?” organised 
by the Croydon Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament, opens to-morrow (Satur- 
day) in the Friends Meeting House, Park 
Lane, Croydon, at 3 p.m. Speakers in- 
clude Ritchie Calder, CBE, and a member 
of the WVS. 

The Kenya Government immigration depart- 
ment has refused to endorse the passport 
of Mr, Tom Mboya, the leading African 
member of the Kenya Legislative Council, 
for travel to Egypt, Morocco and Algeria. 

The current issue of International Voluntary 
Service Quarterly (72 Oakley Square, 
London, N.W.1) debates the question of 
the movement’s stand on nuclear disarma- 
ment. It also contains reports of Peace 
Work Camps in Russia, Germany, France, 
India and Tunisia, 

The Movement for Colonial Freedom can- 
celled the Lobby on Cyprus which was to 
take place last night, 

Douglas Stainton, BA, founding secretary of 
the Headingley (Leeds) Peace Pledge 
Union, died on Feb. 12 at the age of 36. 

Barbara Duncan Harris, a former President 
of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, died on Feb, 17. 


INUPCULUSUUD SQ UOTEUUDEUOUEUDLOTOSELEEYUUEY AUD OYGA EEUU AE 


NEXT WEEK 


An international round-up of 
the Campaign against Nuclear War 
New moves by acticn groups 
in Sweden and the USA. 
also 


VERA BRITTAIN on 
Laurence Housman 


In this time the Government and its agents 


@ Established a force of over 40,000 
troops. 


@ Suppressed freedom’ of speech, of the 
Press and of Trade Unions. 


@ Made arrests without warrant. 

@ Assumed the right to confiscate pro- 
perty, tap “phones, censor mail, and 
deport people. 

@ Closed down schools and shops. 


@ Established concentration camps for 
thousands of political prisoners. 


@ Made mass arrests—up to 1,494 on one 
day. 

@ Imposed on whole towns collective fines 
and punishments of up to £40,000. 


@ Detained Cypriots without sentence. 
@ Whipped teenagers. 


@® Inflicted torture—as admitted by some 
of the military. 


@ Hanged Cypriots for offences which 
would receive only minor sentences in 
England. 


@ Established a reign of terror during 
numerous military operations. 


Such unspeakable policies were not pur- 
sued for nothing. 


Cyprus is of vital military importance 
in the Power struggle, and this is why the 
conflict over independence has been so 
much greater than it was, for example, in 
Ceylon. 

A British base in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean became an urgent necessity to the 
Government in 1954 with the signing of the 
Anglo-Egyptian treaty. 


Sitting target 
Suez was discarded as a military base 
because the British Government recognised 
that a sitting target is useless in an H-bomb 
age. 

Yet Cyprus is no safer from thermo- 
nuclear weapons than was Suez. 
Nevertheless, Cyprus was selected so that 

the Government could : 


@ Exert control over the oilfields of the 
Middle East and bolster up the corrupt 
regimes of feudal kings and rulers, 

@ Prepare to wipe out the Russian air 
bases only 700 miles away behind the 
Caucasus, 

@ Mount aggressions and “ police” actions 
of the Suez and Jordan type in an area 
where its former influence was rapidly 
diminishing. 


MOST VITAL ISSUE AFFECTING THEIR FUTURE: THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT BY A FOREIGN POWER OF MILITARY BASES ON THE ISLAND. 


The military bases in Cyprus expose the 
British Government's determination to main- 
tain itself as a Great Power, 


Even the old plea of “ collective security ” 
(i.e., the arms race) cannot be advanced for 
these British iilitary establishments, for 
they will be nothing to do with NATO. 


The bases are a frank admission of old- 
Style blatant imperialism—the imperialism 
which Mr, Macmillan was telling Mr. 
Khrushchoy only last week-end was “an 
episode in history” and “no longer a 
present reality.” 


But this is imperialism not for settlement 
but for naked power. Observe the results, 


Cyprus is only 3,600 square miles—smaller 
than some English counties—and has a 
population of about 500,000, 


The stupendous area of 87,000 acres has 
been taken over for military barracks and 
aerodromes which will cost over £30,000,000 


A militarist’s promise 

Believe me, after the war is over, the 
name of Cyprus will be included in the list 
of those who have deserved well, not only 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, 
not only of the united peoples now in arms, 
but, as I firmly believe, of future genera- 
tions of mankind —WINSTON CHURCHILL, 
Prime Minister, speaking in Cyprus, 
February, 1943. 


over £60 for every man,.-woman and child 
on the island! 


The bases will further require a port and 
subsidiary industries. 


Cyprus is clearly to be developed as a 
war island. Her economy, industry and 
way of life will all be dominated by 
military considerations. 


The island's Civil Defence chief, Com- 
mander Silcock, has admitted that experi- 
mental digging has started for possible 
shelters against indirect hits from H-bomb 
attacks. 


Despite the hope of an internal settle- 
ment, therefore, the Cypriot people will live 
under two contradictory fears : 


@ If the Cold War develops to its climax 
Cyprus will be totally obliterated, 


@ If true peace ever becomes a reality, or 
military requirements alter, the economy 
of the island will collapse, 


The Cypriots thus have a vested interest 
in the maintenance of the status quo. They 
must welcome unending world crisis or 
suffer their own ruin. 


Once again a Great Power has helped to 
ensure the continuation of the present arms 
race, 


New tmperialism 


A larger task now confronts those 
Western liberals who have made valiant 
contributions to colonial liberation, 


To stand uncompromisingly for independ- 
ence from the new economic and military 
imperialism practised by all the Great 
Powers is the radicalism of the nuclear age. 


Today there can be no freedom without 
the rejection of the global militarism which 
denies it. : 
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MARRIAGE COUNSELLOR 


A Peace News profile of Joseph Brayshaw 


By Nargaret Tims 


THE General Secretary of the National Marriage Guidance Council, A. Christian and Jewish ethics, but not neces- 

Joseph Brayshaw, is a Quaker and a pacifist, who previously was Secretary 
of the Friends Relief Service until its winding up nine years ago. Before that 
he was Public Relations Officer of the Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors, and he is still a member of the Board. 


The Marriage Guidance Council was 
founded in 1938 by another pacifist, the late 
Dr, Herbert Gray, with a small group of 
doctors, clergy, lawyers and social workers. 
It was described by the Denning Committee 
on procedure in Matrimonial Causes in 
1947 as “the most striking civilian develop- 
ment of recent times.” Here again, as in so 
many other fields, pacifists have pioneered 
the way towards the stable social order that 
is an essential condition of peace. 


The idea of ‘marriage guidance” may 
perhaps arouse a certain repugnance in 
those who are not familiar with this work. 
It is emphasised, however, that the purpose 
of the Council is in no sense to impose a 
solution or to attempt to apportion blame. 
It is rather to befriend people in trouble 
and help them to resolve their own diffi- 
culties; to increase their understanding of 
themselves and their partners, and so enable 
them to come to the conclusion which they 
themselves think best in their own par- 
ticular circumstances. 
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St. Christopher School 


LETCHWORTH 


A school community of some 340 

boys and girls (between 5 and 18 

years) and 90 adults practising 

education on sane and successful 

modern lines. Applications now 

being considered for vacancies next 
year. 
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WALES seeks 
SELF - GOVERNMENT 


If you seek peace, you support 

self-government for all nations 
READ 

“80 Questions and Answers 

about Plaid Cymru” (The 

Welsh Party), by Gwynfor 

Evans, the Party President. 

(6d. + 2d.) 

“Which Way to Freedom?” 

by Gene Sharp (1/-+2d.) 
PLAID CYMRU, 8, Queen Street, 

Cardiff. 
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for all 


news and 


views on 


the 
campaign 


against 


nuclear 


madness 


ANOALaL 


EVERY FRIDAY éd. 


from all newsagents 


The Council now has nearly 90 centres 
all over the country and over 1,000 part- 
time “ marriage counsellors,” who give their 
services voluntarily. It receives about half 
of its income through Government grants, 
which have recently been increased, and the 
rest from subscriptions and donations. The 
annual cost to the nation of broken homes 
is £21,500,000; the cost of all services for 
preventing broken homes is just over 
£5,000,000. The cost in human suffering is 
incalculable. Every marriage breakdown, 
the Council believes, represents a private 
tragedy and a public ill. 


Advising the 11,000 


The work of the Council falls into two 
parts : remedial and educational. The reme- 
dial work is undertaken by the marriage 
counsellors, who are subject to rigorous 
selection and training; only just over half 
of those applying were accepted in 1958. 
About 11,000 couples a year come to the 
Council for advice, and wherever possible 
both partners are seen; it is estimated that 
between one-third and one-half receive sub- 
stantial help. Members of the Council have 
differing views on divorce, but the aim is 
always prevention and the hope is that a 
cure will be effected in time. Educational 
work is carried out in schools and youth 
clubs and in small group meetings for 
engaged couples, which have proved most 
successful. 


The Council has from the start recog- 
nised the importance of spiritual values, and 
the danger of giving biological instruction 
to children, for instance, without any hint 
of moral standards, is pointed out. It works 
on the basis of ten principles in line with 


sarily demanding any religious belief. 


As a Quaker, Joe Brayshaw approaches 
his job from the concept of the worth of 
people. This, he says, lies at the back both 
of his work and his pacifism. 


“People matter supremely. Many mili- 
tarists think that ideas and systems matter 
more and that people can be sacrificed to 
them: most pacifists believe the reverse.” 


Harvest of violence 


We are now reaping the peace-time 
harvest of the war, he feels, in the wave of 
violence and_ irresponsibility in young 
people, many of whom were disrupted by 
evacuation just at their most impression- 
able age. [t has also been shown that the 
war caused a breakdown of marriages at 
a far greater rate than ever before or since. 
Divorce figures are only now gradually 
beginning to fall. 


The greatest single factor, however, that 
has changed the marriage relationship in the 
present century he believes to be the move- 
ment for equality of the sexes. It has trans- 
formed marriage from a patriarchy to a 
partnership, thus enriching it but also in- 
creasing its difficulties. In the old days 
grandfather was boss, but now husband and 
wife are joint heads, making joint decisions; 
and any joint venture is difficult. There is 
also the opportunity, denied in Victorian 
days, to cut one’s losses and abdicate when 
things go wrong. This is a world-wide trend 
and, says Joe Brayshaw, “although I be- 
lieve in equality it can prove to be a good 
or a bad thing.” 

At the heart of success in marriage, he 
believes, are the personal qualities of the 
partners. An investigation of 25,000 cases 
carried out with a grant from the Carnegie 
Trust proved that character, personality and 
ideals were more important factors than 
housing and income. Success is not linked 


-with class or education; the don and the 


dustman have an equal chance of happiness. 
Nor has the pacifist any advantage over his 
fellows; in fact, as a non-conformist he may 
be at a disadvantage, since conformity in 
convention makes for stability in marriage. 
“Of course,” he adds, “we must be non- 
conformist in important issues of conscience, 
but the pacifist must beware of developing 
an ‘anti’ attitude to all authority.” 


Ingredients of success 


What then are the ingredients for a suc- 
cessful marriage? Joe Brayshaw suggests 
the following : , 


(1) unselfish love: 

(2) loyalty: 

(3) love of children; 

(4) courage, humour and plain, hard 
work. 


But he insists that all must make their 
own recipe, and that many different kinds of 
relationship may be satisfactory and happy. 


Above all, it is respect for the individual 
that informs the work of the National 
Marriage Guidance Council. “The Mar- 
riage Guidance movement,” says Joseph 
Brayshaw in his booklet, “The Stability of 
Marriage,” ‘“‘ would lose its soul if it ceased 
to care deeply about the privacy, the ideals 
and the susceptibilities of every single per- 
son who seeks our help.” And he quotes 
the words of Yeats—" Tread softly because 
you tread on my dreams.” 


In treading softly the pacifist has much to 
offer to society, as well as much still to 
learn, 


GANDHI AND YOU 


By MICHAEL RANDLE 


Chairman of the Direct Action Committee against Nuclear War. 
Gandhi, by B. R. Nanda, published by George Allen and Unwin, 35s, 


O-ONE has suffered more from 

blind hero worship than Mahatma 
Gandhi; no-one was more bitterly dis- 
dainful of it. “When I hear cries of 
‘Victory to Mahatma Gandhi’,” he de- 
clared once during the first Swaraj 
campaign in India, “ every word of the 
phrase pierces my heart like an arrow.” 
But in his own lifetime he was re- 
garded by many of his countrymen as 
an avtara, an incarnation of God, and 
still today the Gandhi legend is with 
us to obstruct our view of the real man 
and to prevent, incidentally, an appre- 
ciation of his true greatness. 


The value of Mr. Nanda’s book is that 
it helps us to see Gandhi in perspective: 
in perspective as an individual and in per- 
spective as a political and spiritual leader. 
Mr. Nanda rarely criticises Gandhi, but he 
does not obsequiously applaud everything 
he ever did or said: nor does he ask us to 
accept some of Gandhi's more bizarre views, 
such as his outlook on sex or his firm 
conviction that the earthquake in Bihar in 
1934 was God's punishment on India for 
untouchability. 


+ ¢ o 


Gandhi was an intensely introspective 
person, and this sometimes clouded his poli- 
tical judgment. His support for the Khilafat 
movement, for instance, was motivated 
largely by his burning desire for Hindu- 
Muslim unity and did not result from an 
objective assessment of the political realities 
of the situation. Mr. Nanda leaves us in no 
doubt as to what these realities were. 


“He (Gandhi) failed to see that the 
Khilafat was a moribund institution, that 
the Turks themselves were sick of it, that 


the Ottoman Empire could no more re- 
main intact after the war than the Haps- 
burg Empire, and that the smaller nations, 
Arab and non-Arab, were struggling to be 
free from the stranglehold of Turkey.” 


Neither violence nor non-violence could 
restore the Ottoman Empire. It is odd, 
however, to reflect that mass non-co-opera- 
tion came first to India by way of an 
attempt, not to overthrow an_ outdated 
Empire, but to restore one. 


But Gandhi's habit of introspection stood 
him in good stead in other respects. He 
was constantly searching his own motives 
and aims, and perfecting the concept and 
method of satyagraha. Many of the more 
sophisticated politicians that surrounded him 
saw civil disobedience as the beginning and 
end of satyagraha, its chief aim being to 
harass and upset the authorities. Hence their 
perplexity over Gandhi’s preoccupation with 
village industries and some of the decisions 


he made. 
e ¢ ¢ 


When he decided to suspend the civil 
disobedience movement in 1934 his closest 
associates were dismayed. Nehru, in prison 
at the time, felt that the chords of alle- 
giance that had bound him to Gandhi for 
so many years had snapped. Yet there is 
little doubt that Gandhi made the right deci- 
sion. The campaign that had begun in 1932 
was at a low ebb; it was time to concen- 
trate on the other aspect of satyagraha, the 
Constructive Programme. 


Gandhi's life cannot be understood with- 
out a clear picture of the historical back- 
ground to the situation in South Africa and 
India. Mr. Nanda sketches in this back- 
ground succinctly and lucidly. He has a 
clear understanding too of the philosophy 
that motivated Gandhi's actions and was to 
help shape the destiny of India, 


Gandhi introduced a new dimension into 
politics in the realm of corporate non- 
violence. But meanwhile another dimension 
was being added to it in the realm of cor- 
porate violence, culminating in the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 
1945. What relevance had Gandhi in the 
nuclear age that these events ushered in ? 
This is the question that Mr, Nanda raises 
in the final chapter of the book. He con- 
cludes that while nations like individuals 
are tempted to continue along the beaten 
path even though it may end in a blind 
alley, they may be obliged to accept 
Gandhi's way of non-violence if “ civilisa- 
tion is not to disintegrate into a mass of 
torn flesh and molten metal.” 


% 4 sf 


Oddly enough, it is the habit of hero- 
worship that is a stumbling block to politic- 
ally sophisticated people of the West as 
much as to the Indian peasant. To call a 
man a saint is in a sense to dismiss his 
teachings and example as irrelevant to the 
rest of mankind who consist of ordinary 
mortals and cannot possibly be expected to 
live and act by such high ideals. This is 
precisely what people do say when they 
state that non-violence wouldn’t work in the 
West because we “haven't a Gandhi.” 
There is a tendency, too, to point out the 
uniqueness of the Indian political scene and 
Indian culture in general with its emphasis 
on ahimsa (harmlessness). 

The West would benefit greatly from a 
Gandhi, but it cannot afford to wait for 
one. To read this book is to realise that 
Gandhi was no more than human and that 
his non-violence is something within the 
reach of all who will make the effort to 
raise themselves to their full spiritual 
stature. It is to realise, too, that non- 
violence is not something that applies only 
to this or that “unique situation,” but 
universally. There was never a greater need 
than there is now, with the threat of nuclear 
annihilation hanging over the world, for 
ordinary mortals everywhere to carry out 
their own ‘experiments with truth.” 
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America asks for more 


"(HERE appears to be no stopping 

the growing interest in Gandhi in 
all parts of the world. January 31, the 
eleventh anniversary of the Mahaima s 
assassination, saw many varied com- 
memoration meetings. 


In Cambridge. Massachusetts, over 200 
people attended the Memorial Meeting 
arranged by the American Friends Service 
Committee. After silent meditation and a 
film on Gandhi, two speakers concluded the 
meeting. 


Orion Sherwood, crew member of the 
Golden Rule, the ketch that tried to sail to 
the Eniwetok nuclear bomb test area, read 
selections from Gandhi's writings and dis- 
cussed the relevance of the Indian leader’s 
ideas for Americans today. Amiya Chak- 
ravarty, professor of world religions at 
Boston University, described his own recol- 
lections of Gandhi's life. 


Russell Johnson, New England AFSC 
Peace Secretary, said: “ We were impressed 
with the interest shown by the community 
for a programme that received only a 
minimal promotion effort. Perhaps the 
American people are more ready than we 
think to learn more about Gandhi and the 
idea of non-violence. We hope others will 
consider holding similar meetings next 
year.” 


The film they saw was the excellent 
“Portrait of Power—Gandhi,” which was 
produced for CBS television. It lasts half 
an hour and treats its subject with intelli- 
gence and insight. Anyone arranging a film 
show can hire it free from India House, 
London. US readers interested in Gandhi 
films should contact Russell Johnson him- 
self (PO Box 247, Cambridge 38, Massach- 
usetts). 


Your world tomorrow or... 


HOSE who cannot put much faith 

in the Great Deterrent theory 
might like to make use of the following 
facts and quotations which came to light 
in the House of Lords debate on nuclear 
disarmament on February 11, 


The resuit of one days bombing of the 
USA by nuclear weapons would be 
36,000,000 dead and 57,000,000 injured after 
the first day, and 72,000,000 dead and 
21,000,000 injured by the 60th day. These 
figures include only direct results—not 
victims of fall-out, dislocation, starvation 
or epidemics. (Earl Russell quoting the US 
Federal Civil Defence Association)... . .- 


Special postal offer 
to new readers 
PEACE 
(US 13 weeks for $1) 
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3 Blackstock Rd.. London, N.4 
Great Britaia and Abroad (Sea Mail) 


| Three months 8s.; six months 16s.; one year 30s. 


AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 
one year 34s. . 
India, South, East and West Africa 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months 9s. 9d.; six months 19s. 6d.; 
one year 38s. 
Australia and Far East 
Three months 10s. 10d.; six months 21s. 8d.; 
one year 42s. 
Air Express Edition 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office. c/o American Friends Service Com- | 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
5 year, $1 three months" trial. 


Earl Russell added that US Secretary of 
Defence Charles Wilson later pointed out: 
“Our capability of inflicting this devastation 
is not static. It is improving, and will con- 
tinue to improve.” 

. . . . Fifty 20-gegaton H-bombs on 
Britain would kill about 25,000,000 people 
immediately and radiation would kill the 
rest (except perhaps a few in Northern 
Scotland) within a month. (Lord Simon of 
Wythenshawe quoting Professor Rotblat) 
... “It is at least as likely as not that 
no Britons will be alive at the end of the 
present century.” (Earl Russel). 


- +. your work today ? 


V HAT can be done with facts ? 

Gerald Petch, a North London 

PN reader who keeps himself fully informed 

in the present crisis, has taken prompt 
action. 

He has put advertisements in London tube 
trains setting out figures from the Report of 
the UN Scientific Committee on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation. No political matter 
may be advertised, but this is plain fact. 


The Report sets out its estimates of cer- 
tain possible consequences of atomic radia- 
tion received by the world’s population 
from nuclear weapons’ tests already made. 
These official estimates quote the following 
figures for victims: Leukaemia—25,000- 
150,000; major genetic defects—2,500- 
100,000; tone cancers—4,900-63,000. 


The mid-point of the preparation of this 
Report, Gerald Petch points out, was about 
July, 1957. Before that date there were 
about 20 major H-bomb tests, since then 
about 40. The figures in these tables there- 
fore may be trebled to bring them up to 
date, 


These “ tube cards,” as the advertisements 
are called, cost £2 8s. 6d. each, made in two 
colours, and 13s. 6d. rent for three months. 
Details of all such advertising may be had 
from the Chief Commercial Advertising 
Officer, British Transport Commission, Cran- 
bourn Chambers, Leicester Square Station, 
London, W.C.2 (TEM 3490). 


That is what just one person can do. 
Gerald Petch is hoping that other people 
will join him in similar advertising. 

“So many people,” he tells me, “do not 
yet know of this official forecast of likely, 
and virtually certain, effects of tests already 
made; and the Government is still trying to 
imply that there are to be no effects worth 
considering. That is one reason for using 
the comparatively low figures of this official 
report.” 

“A good service,” he adds, “would be 
done if everyone interested sees that every 
public library in the country has a copy of 
this UN Report, which costs 18s.” 

I should be glad to hear what personal 
initiatives other readers have taken. 


Reason or whim? 


( 2 EORGE M. HOUSER, Executive 
Director of the American Com- 
mittee on Africa, has asked the UN Trustee- 
ship Council to examine carefully the 
reasons why the Tanganyika Government 
has declared him a “ prohibited immigrant.” 
In a statement read to the Trusteeship 
Council on Feb. 2, Mr. Houser said that 
“it should be clear that the reasons for 
excluding a person from a Trust Territory 
are reasons which stem from an_ under- 
Standing of the United Nations Charter and 
not from the whim of colonial officials 
alone.” 

“At the very least,” he stated, the reasons 
for his prohibited status should be made 
known so as to “end the necessity of specu- 
lation.” 

Mr. Houser, a_ well-known American 
member of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion and race relations worker, who was re- 
fused entry to Tanganyika in July, 1957, 
added that he assumed the information on 
which he was excluded was “ faulty, or that 
the action was taken with inconsiderate 
speed.” 

He declared that “this Council should 
adopt the general position that individuals 
should have the right of access to Trust 
Territories, unless there are overwhelming 
reasons dictating against it.” 

The American Committee on Africa is an 


organisation set up by and for Americans 
to inform citizens of political and economic 
developments in the entire continent of 
Africa, with particular emphasis on ‘coun- 
tries in the process of gaining independence. 
Eighteen Congressmen and Senators are 
members of the National Committee. 


No compromise 


4 YOUNG Danish teacher kas re- 
“ fused any form of alternative to 
military service and been sent to prison. 

He is Laurits Larsen, and was arrested 
shortly after Christmas. He has recently 
been working with, Quakers in Vienna, 
giving aid to refugees. He is believed to be 
the first Danish pacifist to take such an 
absolute stand against military conscription 
since the formation of the Danish anti-war 
organisation, Aldrig mere Krig, 

Letters of support may be sent to this 
prisoner at the following address : Hjorring 
Arrest, Jernbanegade 12, Hjorring, Den- 
mark, 


A. J. Muste to lead discussion 


‘The politics of 
pacifism ’ 


A , J. MUSTE, secretary emeritus of 


the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
will lead a week-end seminar on “ The 
Politics of Pacifism” at Woolman Hill 
Quaker Centre, Deerfield, Massachu- 
setts, from Friday, March 20, 1959, to 
Sunday, March 22. The study course 
is sponsored by the New England 
Regional Office. American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts. 

Participants will discuss the following 
questions : 

How can pacifists and “ peace-minded ” 
people organise for effective political action? 
What is the significance of the election of 
pacifists to the US Congress? Is it time 
for a major campaign for a new foreign 
policy ? What can be done to improve US- 
Soviet understanding ? 


TAX REFUSER 


“Despite the title for the programme, it 
is recognised that the distinction between 
pacifists and non pacifists is breaking down 
rapidly as more people become aware of 
the threat of nuclear war,” said Russell 
Johnson, New England AFSC Peace Educa- 
tion Secretary. ‘All who are concerned 
about the problem of a just peace are wel- 
come to attend.” 

A. J. Muste has been active in the Ameri- 
can peace movement since the early 1900s. 
He is a tax refuser, holding that it is con- 
scientiously impossible for him to contribute 
to military defence programmes: has written 
“Non-Violence in an Aggressive World ~ 
and “ Not By Might,” and is a member of 
the Committee for Non-Violent Action, a 
group committed to programmes of Gand- 
hian resistance to militarism. This Com- 
mittee sponsored the Golden Rule's at- 
tempted voyage into the Eniwetok nuclear 
bomb test area, civil disobedience at the 
AEC’s Nevada Test Site in August, 1957, 
and supported an education and direct 
action programme to oppose the establish- 
ment of America’s first inter-continental 
missile base in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Cost for the sermmnar is $13. This includes 
housing and meals at the Woolman Hill 
Quaker Centre in the Berkshire Mountains. 
The seminar begins at 8 p.m., March 20, 
and ends at 1.30 p.m. March 22. Participa- 
tion is limited to 30 people. For informa- 
tion write to the American Friends Service 
Committee, PO Box 247, Cambridge 38, 
Mass., USA. 


UNA work camps 


(WING to an error in transmission Peace 

News (Feb. 6) reported that the United 
Nations Association were to hold 100 work 
camps in Britain. The number should have 
been two, to which 100 volunteers are 
expected. 
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‘IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH OUR FAITH... 


AST week we took a \ SD . 

running check on our 
stand for the things of 
peace by looking at the 
example of George Lans- 
bury. 

He applied his pacifism 
over a wide field. We did 
not have space to dwell 
on his activities in the 
poverty-stricken East End of London, his 

work for the unemployed, his provision of 
fun and games in London's parks, immor- 
talised by Lansbury’s Lido. 


“ As a principle of social morality, peace 
requires for its maintenance continual crea- 
tive action, and only he who can be creative 
in the sphere of social behaviour is entitled 
to be called peacemaker,” wrote that wise 
armty-ofliccr-turned-pacifist Max Plowman, 
in Lansbury’s day. Yes; Lansbury qualified, 


Principles such as these hold good today. 
From Swaffham and the Voters’ Veto we 
come this week to take a look at Marriage 
Guidance. All part of a whole, a good life 
in a peaceful non-violent society. This is 
what we want Peace News to stand for, 
This is what we strive to Present, perhaps 
stumblingly and inadequately, in our small 
eight pages, 


“If we want peace we have got to dis- 
cover new values, assert our faith in them, 
and order our activities in accordance with 
our faith,” Max Plowman also wrote, 


The Peace News Fund helps us so to 
order those activities as far as our paper is 
concerned. We believe there is no greater 
cause worthy of your support. 


THE EDITOR. 


Contributions since Feb. 1: £70 Os. 3d. 
Anonymous donations gratefully received: 
Swansea, 2s. 6d. 


Please _ make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N4. 


» TORQUAY VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE 
Ideal situation within easy reach of Sea, station 
) and shops. Highly recommended. Just the place 
for your Spring holiday. Write for brochure! | 
0 Mr. & Mrs. E. S. White, Nutcombe, Rowdens, | 
) Torquay. Tel. 3141. i 
$9008 


> 2999999999505! 


GET NATURE TO DO THE WORK — Get the | 
Gardener 


THE NEW GROW - IT - YOURSELF 
MONTHLY has become Britain's top circw- 
lation gardening monthly. because it shows 
you how to make nature do the work in a 
completely new system of gardening. 


GROW YOUR OWN HEALTH. The essen- 

tial portion of your diet including eggs and 

honey on the smallest plot for One Hour’s | 
Work a Week, and cut out vitamin pills, 

tonics and the irritation of minor illnesses. 

Regular features inchide: Articles by New- 

man Turper and Barbara Woodhouse, ‘My 

Uncommon Garden.” big Pet Section, Gar- 

dening gadgets to do it for you. 


SPECIAL OFFER to Peace News 
Readers: 12 issues for £1 post free. 


The Gardener 


Small Livestock and Pet Owner. Edited on 
the farm by 


Newman Turner and W. E. Shewell-Cooper 
Monthly Is. 6d.; 22s’ a year, post free. 


FERNE, SHAFTESBURY, DORSET | 


009098999 5090905 


“PACIFISM IN THE COLD WAR” 
February 28 - March | 


WEEKEND SCHOOL 


arranged by London & South East 
Areas Peace Pledge Union at 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Friends Meeting House, Grosvenor Pk., 


Starting at 3 p.m. Saturday and 
2.30 p.m. Sunday (Harrinton’s Cafe) 


Speakers: Wallace Hancock, Allen 


Skinner, Stuart Morris. 


Subjects: The Church's Responsibility; 
Political Survey; Non-resistance. 


Chairman ;: Sybil Morrison 


All Welcome—Particulars from: 
Myrtle Solomon, 6 Endsleigh St. W.C.1. 


a eee 
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Fading freedom 


MANY PEOPLE OPPOSED the action at the North 

Pickenham Rocket Base because they felt it was un- 
democratic. We have methods of protesting which we 
must use, they said. If a majority of people do not 
support us, we must use these methods until we persuade 
them. 


The methods of protest that they referred to were the whole 
apparatus of a democratic society; trade unions, political parties, 
newspapers, television, wireless, local councils, public meetings. 
According to democratic theory, everybody in this country can 
make his voice heard through one of these institutions, and so 
can persuade other people. 


This is conventional democratic theory. We have some 
criticism of the theory, but here are only concerned to see how 
it works in practice. 


* * x 


JN the last few weeks we have commented on the un- 

democratic workings of what is usually taken to be the 
supreme expression of Parliamentary democracy, Parlia- 
ment itself. We have pointed out how many important 
issues have never been debated in Parliament. 


In his recent articles in the Observer, Michacl Foot has rein- 
forced our point by showing that all the important debates now 
take place in secret inside the Parliamentary parties; that debates 
in the House of Commons are often lifeless and pointless because 
the speakers know that the issue has already been decided. 


Not only is there no serious debate in Parliament. Too often 
the Government, aided and abetted by the Opposition, has refused 
to make public information that is necessary before anybody can 
decide whether a Government decision is right or wrong. (Mili- 
tary necessity is usually the reason for this refusal. What started 
as an emergency wartime practice has now become a permanent 
feature of our life.) 

The press, radio and television should have been a godsend 
to democracy. Through them it should have been possible to 
make everybody in this country aware of the important social and 
political problems that we face. But anybody who has bothered 
to read the papers, listen to the wireless, or look at television 
knows that it has not worked out that way. 

These media have been used to blunt democracy in two ways. 
The first is the method of direct suppression. The most outstand- 
ing example of this is the radio ban on the Welsh Nationalists 
who have been refused time to make party politica] broadcasts to 
the people of Wales. (For details of this see the pamphlet “ The 
Wicked Ban,” by Gwynfor Evans, Plaid Cymru, 6d.). Another 
incident was the failure of The Times to report the opening 
meeting of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. 


The second method is a more subtle one. There is no out- 
right suppression of important news and issues, Instead news 
items and discussions are put in such a place or broadcast at such 
a time that they are made to look not very important. Notice 
where the popular papers put their important news and how often 
their main story is about a trivial incident of some kind. This is 
not the result of a conspiracy between newspaper owners. It 
happens because the owners do not regard their papers as a means 
of education but as a means of making a profit. They will not 
therefore do anything that might lose their paper’s circulation. 

The same is true of television and wireless. The programmes 
at peak viewing hours are always entertainment programmes; 
serious programmes are always put on very early or late in the 
evening. 

In this way the emphasis is taken off the important issues, 
Can there be much wrong with the world when “ Saturday night 
on the light” is on from 7.30 till 10 p.m., while a programme on 
nuclear disarmament is on for twenty minutes at 10 p.m. ? 

Even at the local level democracy does not work very 
efficiently. More and more local councils are becoming totalitarian 
in their outlook. We think particularly of the rule recently passed 
by the Labour group on the London County Council which 
forbids members from criticising decisions of the group in public. 
Since the Labour group has a huge majority on the Council, this 
decision hamstrings opposition to decisions of the Council. 


* * * 
N all these ways democracy is frustrated. Such frustra- 
tion is of great importance at the present time. Pre- 
viously a government could learn from its mistakes. 

If it ignored the warnings of its critics, the failure of its 
policies proved the critics right. In the nuclear age this no longer 
happens. If the Government make a mistake about nuclear 
weapons there will be no critics around to be proved right. It 
is for this reason that above all things we must make democracy 
come alive again. 


Algeria and... 


PRESIDENT DE GAULLE must be a greatly 

worried man. When his Prime Minister Michel 
Debré, known to all the world as a strong upholder 
of French interests in Algeria, went to lay a wreath 
on the war monument in Algiers on February 9, he 
was booed and shouted at, not by Muslims, few of 
whom were there, but by French colons. In their eyes 
his one or two acts of clemency to imprisoned Algerian 
leaders in France had been sufficient to turn him into 
a traitor. 


And when President de Gaulle himself spoke at Pau 
on February 17 in the course of his provincial tour, he 
was interrupted by shouts of “ Algérie Francaise,” the 
slogan of those who are against any accommodation 
with the Algerians. Added to this, the effects of his 
austerity measures are making themselves felt in the 
country, so that the early enthusiasm for the supposed 
miracle-worker is not quite what it was. 


His attempt to reconcile the Algerians by means of 
the recent elections has also gone awry. No single 
truly representative Algerian group has come forward 
with whom he could negotiate, and the end result has 
been to strengthen the influence of the army and of 
the reactionaries. 


In these conditions, unwilling to stand still doing 
nothing, de Gaulle is reported to be giving way to the 
idea of one more “ decisive campaign to finish off 
the rebellion, which is keeping 400,000 troops in 
Algeria and enormously lengthening the odds against 
France’s emergence from her money troubles. 


But unless this projected campaign succeeds quickly, 
which is far from probable, there will be further diffi- 
culties, because the number of recruits is falling off 
owing to the particularly low birth-rate during the war 
years. And even if it were to succeed completely, the 
resulting “ pacification’ would be fictitious. 


--- Sahara oil 


TPPHE average Frenchman is so little overseas-minded 

that the widespread support in France for the 
colons’ idea of integration may surprise at first sight. 
But there are other reasons for his reactionism. He is 
not only as convinced of the rightness of everything 
French as the Kremlin is of that of Communism; he 
also has a direct self-interest in the issue, and self- 
interest goes a long way. 


An independent Algeria, leaving aside for the 
moment the totally changed conditions of life it would 
mean for the French settlers and the direct economic 
losses to metropolitan France as well as the further 
dent into the cherished Gloire de la France, must also 
entail the eventual loss of the French part of the 
Sahara, of which Morocco, Tunisia and Libya will not 
be long in claiming certain areas. 

And the Sahara is estimated to contain an oil reserve 
large enough to render it likely that France could 
become independent of oil imports, and a sufficiency 
of natural gas to turn abjectly poor areas of Algeria 
into prosperous ones in which industries could be 
developed. 

But before the oil can be brought to the coast for 
shipment to Europe it must go across Algeria and/or 
Tunisia and Morocco. Hence the importance of the 
“ pacification,” even on this ground alone, of Algeria 
and of good relations with Tunisia and Morocco. 

Looked at from outside of France, and particularly 
in view of the potential wealth of the Sahara, and the 
almost endless opportunities afforded to sabotage by 
an enormously long pipeline, it would seem that even 
the most brainless reactionary must realise the absolute 
necessity of coming to terms with the area’s three 
peoples and their aspirations. Unfortunately, however, 
“ pacification ” does not mean that to either the French 
settlers in Algeria or to the majority of Frenchmen in 
France. 

In all this the French have at least the excuse that 
the exploitation of Saharan oil, gas and other as yet 
unexplored wealth would bring them back to national 
solvency. 

But no branch of Big Business is as ruthless as that 
of the oil companies. Most of their muscling-in efforts 
with regard to oil in the Sahara remain, so far, well 
hidden in the shadows. That they are going on is, 
however, not in doubt—and that explains to a great 
extent why there is no concerted pressure by other 
countries on France to reconcile herself to Algerian 
independence. The Oil Lobby is powerful in every 
country concerned, and the oil companies would rather 
deal with the French than with “ wild” North Africans. 


Voters’ Veto ..- 


TINHE Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War 

has opened a correspondence in the New States- 
man on the need for the Voters’ Veto—the policy of 
withholding General Election votes from any candi- 
date who will not give a clear undertaking to vote 
against the British manufacture of the H-bomb if 
returned to Parliament. 

Then last week Mr. Benn Levy expressed the views 
of himself and his colleagues on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 
a letter condemning this proposal. 

Pacifists and Campaigners should follow this corres- 


pondence with care, for Mr. Levy's letter is a grim 
example of the trivial mentality with which politicians 
can approach the stupendous issue that challenges us 
all. The H-bomb is the most fateful issue which has 
ever confronted men; on the way it is handled depends 
the future destiny of mankind. 

As with every other cardinal issue, the working of 
Britain’s Parliamentary system does not allow ordinary 
people to express their views. The rules of “ disci- 
pline,” moreover, which keep MPs in submission to 
the decisions of the Party caucuses (particularly when 
the decisions are bi-partisan), protect the Bomb from 
even serious Parliamentary debate. 

Last year a revolt arose in Britain against this situa- 
tion. There were great meetings of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, marches to Aldermaston and 
elsewhere, and the activities of the Direct Action 
Committee. 

Most participators in these protests were not mem- 
bers of any political party, but the Labour Party is 
strongly represented on the Campaign Executive. This 
would be valuable if they represented there the same 
impatience with their effective disfranchisement as is 
felt by the unattached Campaigner trying to break 
through his sense of political frustration. 

There has always been the doubt, however, that 
these Labour Party members of the Executive might 
represent a “ Left front” for the Party, in a position to 
work to bring the protest to impotence at the appro- 
priate moment. 


--. new polities 


VE have already had the “ Left’ Mr. Bevan declar- 
ing against the H-bomb until the time came for 
him to perform his right-about-face. We 
have seen Mr. Michael Foot wholly commit 
Tribune to Britain’s nuclear disarmament 
until the time came to write about a pend- 
ing General Election, when the subject was 
brusquely dropped. 


We shall probably see the whole Cam- 
paign buried by its Executive before it has 
a chance to endanger in a General Elec- 
tion the chances of Parties committed to 
H-bomb policies. Mr. Levy shows that this 
process is starting. 


The Campaign supporters, he holds, who 
have been acting on the conviction that the 
question of the H-bomb is a political issue 
of overwhelming importance, will “flatly 
tefuse to disfranchise themselves in all 
electoral issues simply because bipartisan- 
ship has bereft them of the opportunity to 
vote on one.” Who would surrender “ the 
future Labour offers you ” simply to demon- 
strate the seriousness and sincerity of their 
opposition to the policy of the H-bomb ? 


If they acted thus, says Mr. Levy, “ they 
would find themselves not only assailed, 
which does not matter, but disabled.” They 
would not, of course, be disabled if they 
put the Campaign into cold storage until 
after the Election ! 


Mr. Levy underestimates the intelligence 
of the average elector. If the Campaign is 
buried for the Election, it will be for ever 
so far as his Executive is concerned, 
although the Direct Action Committee could 
provide a new rallying point. 

If the Labour Party is the main loser of 
votes through a “‘ No votes for the bomb ” 
campaign this will be because it has so far 
nullified much of the opposition to biparti- 
san policies by the delusive suggestion that 
such opposition can be advanced within its ranks. 

Vote-withholders will be recognising the overwhelm- 
ing importance of the H-bomb issue. Theirs will not 
be a negative act—they will be affirming their full 
responsibility in the most fateful issue confronting 
mankind. They will be refusing to abdicate their 
moral responsibility in exchange for a “choice” in 
matters where minor differences exist between the 
Parties over an area that can easily be exaggerated. 

If this Veto develops, it will affect much more than 
policy on nuclear armaments. It will make a_ first 
significant breach in the contrivances whereby the two 


Party caucuses are denuding the word “ democracy ” 
of significance. 


Mae’s clanger 


JN his off the cuff remarks following his prepared 

speech at the Kremlin banquet last Saturday, Mr. 
Macmillan’s plea against “becoming victims of our 
own propaganda ™ has fascinating implications. 

We would be the last to condemn honest propa- 
ganda, and the first to admit that official Government 
propaganda (alas, of any government) often is dis- 
honest. Mr. Macmillan apparently shares this view, 
but it’s a bit of a shock to have him admit it—even 
off the cuff. It’s a savoury morsel, and could do with 
a bit of “ chewing over ” in public. 

Will anyone in the House of Commons seck to dis- 
cover whether MPs are victims ? Or would it be just 
Opposition Members who are victims ? Precisely what 
is the Government saying but not believing? Did 
those nasty Communists slip truth drugs into one of 
the Prime Minister's drinks ? 


—_d 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITO 


Votes and the bomb 


WHATEVER one may feel about helping 

Labour in a General Election, it is 
important that the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament should fully exploit the pre- 
sent position in South-West Norfolk. Three 
completely unrelated factors have produced 
a unique situation. 


1. The constituency is vital to both major 
parties. South-West Norfolk was the only 
seat Labour regained from the Tories in the 
last General Election and the majority was 
less than 200. 


2. The Direct Action demonstrations at 
Swaffham (one of the main towns in the 
constituency) have resulted in the “ break 
through” in the public imagination, for 
which we have been piously hoping for 
some time. 


3. The tragic death of Mr. Dye has led 
to a by-election at the same time as the 
break through and in the same place. 


Mr. Frank Allaun wrote recently that 
campaigners “can achieve their aims in the 
long run only by political activity.” If 
Direct Action is to be anything more than 
a purely personal witness, it must be fol- 
lowed by political action in the situation 
that has been created. 


Acting politically in South-West Norfolk 
does not mean supporting a local Labour 
Party which is fully pledged to the defence 
policy of “ The Future Labour Offers You,” 
and which has remained conspicuously 
silent throughout the recent campaign. Nor 
does it mean asking awkward questions at 
election meetings. 


Acting politically means making it clear 
that we are not going to vote for any can- 
didate who is prepared, in our name, to 
sanction the production of weapons of mass 
murder. And it means using all our re- 
sources to persuade other people to do the 
same. 


There is no question, in the South-West 
Norfolk by-election, of having to choose 
between Nye Bevan and Selwyn Lloyd. The 
question is much more simple—do we mean 
it when we say that nuclear disarmament is 
the most important moral and political issue 
of our time? Or do we really think it more 
important that Labour should hold on to a 
marginal seat in a by-election? 


If the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment wishes to be taken seriously, the pre- 
sent opportunity for political action must be 
seized, and seized whole-heartedly. Other- 
wise it is difficult to see in what way the 
Campaign differs from Mr. Macmiilan, 
President Eisenhower and Mr. Khrushchov 
—all of whom have declared their distaste 
for nuclear weapons, but none of whom is 
prepared to act on such a declaration.— 
ALBERT HUNT, t8 Coronation Grove, 
Swaffham, Norfolk. 


T is ironical that Ron Huzzard's letter 

should appear in the George Lansbury 
Centenary Number of Peace News. After 
many years of miserable compromise by 
the Labour Party the pacifist members 
should be counteracting in Lansbury’s spirit. 
By voting for candidates who are Socialists 
in name only we are helping to overfeed 
a political animal that is already sluggish 
with the wrong sort of food and likely to 
expire. We must refuse to kill it by kind- 
ness. 


Agreed, the Labour Party’s outlook re- 
mains superior in many ways to that of the 
Tories. In 1939 this country’s outlook was 
considerably loftier than that of the Nazis, 
but we registered as COs none the less. Had 
we all ditched our extremist ideas in order 
to support the grey versus the black, where 
would pacifism be now ? 

It is up to us to demonstrate in no un- 
certain terms that we will jump off the 
waggon rather than trundle aimlessly in the 
wrong direction. In that event, those who 
hold the reins may turn the waggon round 
and lead us to our true goal. But are they 
likely to if we remain inside as grumbling 
passengers ?—-LAURIE EDMONDS, 143 
Bedford Rd. Clapham, S.W.4. 


MHE Lansbury articles and those on 

Voters’ Veto have a certain cennection. 
The connection is that George Lansbury 
remained in the Labour Party, and I feel 
sure would never have attempted such 


action as envisaged by Voters’ Veto. 


Alan Lovell, who supports Voters’ Veto, 
believes that this is the only way of acting 
in the next General Election, but the only 
effect that such action could possibly have 
is to defeat a Labour candidate in a mar- 
ginal constituency where only a handful of 
votes determine the issue. 


Will such action influence the rank and 
file of the Labour Party, Trade Unions and 
Co-ops to support the Nuclear Disarmament 
Campaign ? All that will be achieved is to 
arouse hostility in the movement and keep 
the Tories in power for a further five years. 
This Voters’ Veto could be an example for 
other organisations. What about the many 
reactionary organisations who could take 
similar action ? 

What action individual pacifists take at a 
General Election will be influenced by their 
political and religious beliefs, but the Voters’ 
Veto action seems to have no constructive 
proposal—merely a negative approach. 

To those readers of Peace News who are 
members of the Labour Party and its 
affiliated organisations who desire to do 
some constructive work inside the Move- 
ment, I would like them to write to me for 
further information—DENIS BRIAN, Gen. 
Sec., Labour Peace Fellowship, 24 Break- 
spears Rd., London, S.E.4. 

Alan Lovell writes: 

If Denis Brian really wants to push the 
parallel between Lansbury and Voters’ Veto, 
might I point out that Lansbury and the 
pacifists inside the Labour Party weren't 
able to get the Party to oppose the Second 
World War. 


‘Two motions’ 


From Sydney Silverman, MP 
WAS shocked and distressed almost 
beyond utterance by the paragraph 
headed “Two Motions” (last week). 

Distortions and misconceptions of this 
kind may be part of the stock-in-trade of 
political journalism, Right and Left. To 
find it in Peace News almost drives even 
me to despair ! 

There was no “compromise”: the joint 
motion set out the five points unanimously 
accepted at Scarborough. Those five points 
are quite precise, and if adopted would 
bring the cold war, at least in Europe, to 
an end. So far from providing that a re- 
united Germany should be free to join 
NATO, it expressly provides the exact oppo- 
site. So far from making the re-unification 
of Germany dependent on free elections, it 
expressly provides for such re-unification 
only in a framework to which the USSR 
had previously agreed. 

Print the motion in full! Does it not 
provide a practical, constructive plan? Is 
it not nonsense, or worse, to say that it is 
“basically a cold war attitude to foreign 
policy” 2? Now print all the signatories. 
What boat do vou want us to rock? We 
are trying to navigate our ship through 
storm and stress into a haven of peace. It 
would be poor policy to sink it, in order to 
prove how brave we are!—SYDNEY 
SILVERMAN, House of Commons, London, 
S.W.1. 


“ 


(We were quite wrong in implying that 
the wording of the joint motion was nearer 
to Mr. Hynd’s amendment than it was to 
Mr. Silverman's original motion, and we 
apologise for doing so. 

We did not, however, say that the motion 
showed “ basically a cold war attitude to 
foreign policy.” We said that this was the 
attitude of the Labour Party. We deduce 
this from the remarks of Mr. Gaitskell 
which we commented on and from the fact 
that while over 100 MPs signed Mr. Hynd's 
amendment, which we are sure Mr. Silver- 
man will agree was in the spirit of the 
“cold war,” only some 40 MPs signed Mr. 
Silverman’s motion. 

The joint motion reads: 

“That this House, realising that the pre- 
sent international tension cannot be relieved 
without a solution of the problem of Ger- 
many, urges Her Majesty's Government to 
take the initiative in convening a_ four- 
power conference for the purpose of seek- 
ing agreement along the following lines: 
gradual withdrawal under effective inter- 
national control of foreign forces of all 
kinds from East and West Germany, Poland, 


Czechoslovakia and Hungary; establishment 
of effective international control over the 
level and type of the national armaments 
and armed forces agreed for these coun- 
tries; German re-unification within a frame- 
work to be agreed and guaranteed by the 
four powers, Great Britain, the Republic of 
France, the United States of America and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in- 
cluding free elections, leaving the ways and 
means to be settled by the Germans them- 
selves; negotiation of a European security 
treaty, backed by the four powers, to guar- 
antee the territorial integrity of countries in 
this area; and withdrawal of the countries 
in the area from the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation and the Warsaw Pact.”—Ep.] 


‘Noble debate’ 


JN your comment on the Lords’ debate 

on nuclear disarmament you say that all 
parties “want agreed general disarmament. 
Everyone does.” Surely this does our Gov- 
ernment too much credit. 


In May, 1955, the Soviet Government sub- 
stantially accepted proposals which the 
Western Powers had been arguing for over 
many months. Thereupon the Western 
Powers withdrew these same proposals. 
They have got away with this exasperating 
behaviour much too easily, but I was sur- 
prised to see that PN was willing to let it 
pass.—GEOFFREY CARNALL, 43 Welles- 
ley Ave., Belfast. 


[We quite agree. We were referring to 
“ official” policy and not to how this was 
pursued in practice-—Ep.] 


SA time for action’ 


MAY I inform O.B. (PN, Feb. 6) that 

my article (PN, Jan. 30) was never in- 
tended to examine the views of all persons 
critical of the Swaffham actions. It dealt 
with only two groups of critics: (1) “ some 
pacifists ” who have for a long time demon- 
strated “a general pattern of . . . opposi- 
tion to the use of any method . . . not 
among the traditional methods of achieving 
pacifism ”; and (2) “ those, largely non-paci- 
fists, who object to such actions as being 
‘undemocratic.’ ” 


Pacifists like Eric Tucker, for example, or 
Allen Skinner, were not included in the first 
group. 

When pacifists claim to have programmes 
which can save mankind from war it is 
justifiable to examine the adequacy of these. 
The question of precisely what steps and 
methods (petitions, pledges, lobbies, marches, 
etc.) should be used to bring about a peace- 
ful world is not, in my opinion, a proper 
area for pacifist “ dogma.” 

For the convinced pacifist there is, in my 
opinion, a proper area of “ dogma ” which, 
once accepted, becomes the principle upon 
which his life and actions are based. 
Roughly speaking, it includes the following 
propositions: 

@ The way of peace and love is the 

way men should live. 

@ Hatred and violence, particularly as 
expressed in war, are morally wrong 
and inevitably lead away from 
achieving peace and love in human 
society. 

@ We who share these principles have 
a responsibility to apply them in our 
own lives, including refusal to par- 
ticipate in wars, persuading others to 
share our convictions, and making 
efforts to bring about a peaceful 
world. 

What I was saying, in part, in the article 
was that a powerful minority of pacifists 
have extended the area of pacifist dogma 
to include methods of achieving peace. 
Their “dogma” includes, for example, also 
the proposition that (1) a peaceful world 
will come only as a result of persuading 
individuals to “renounce war” (without 
there being very many concrete conse- 
quences of this decision), and (2) that per- 
missible methods in such persuasion ought 
not to extend far beyond speeches, conver- 
sations, printed propaganda, and “ War— 
We Say No” marches. 

To question the adequacy of these 
methods is, in their eyes, to commit heresy. 
Arguing for new methods in a new situa- 
tion is viewed as “confusing the real 
issues.” There is very little that can influ- 
ence their attitudes on methods of achiev- 
ing peace because they have placed methods 
in the area of dogma. 


R 
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To say this is neither to “ stifle criticism ” 
nor to be “ Stalinist.” J is rather to make 
clear the situation which underlies the con- 
troversy about pacifism and Swaffham, and 
what pacifists should be doing. 

This extension of the area of “dogma” 
is tragic. It leads wonderful and devoted 
people to declare, for example, that pre- 
venting the “‘ mere extinction ” of humanity 
is less important than trying to persuade 
people to “renounce war” in the abstract. 
Our friendship for these people and appre- 
ciation of their past contributions is not 
more important than ensuring that the paci- 
fist movement shall help save mankind and 
help to abolish war as it now exists. 

Men and women—many of them—are 
groping for a way to prevent humanicide. 
Most of them are not able and will not be 
able to agree that a war in 247 B.c., for 
example, was wrong, or that there is no 
possible future situation in which they 
would justify violent resistance. 

They can, however, reject war as it now 
exists in its most extreme forms. They are 
learning how to act against it. Once they 
realise as a result of their actions that they 
can abolish war, they will be able to pro- 
ceed to end its less extreme forms as well. 

It is our responsibility as pacifists to help 
these people to find effective non-violent 
means of expressing their concern. 


Pacifist organisations ought to be throw- 
ing their energy and resources into the pre- 
sent non-violent resistance movement 
against modern war: pacifists ought to make 
sure that this is done—GENE SHARP, 
Bekkelagsveien 15B, Bekkelagshogda, Oslo, 
Norway. 


Pacifists and tolerance 


AM sorry Ivy Holden is depressed by 

my view that the Direct Action Com- 
mittee’s tactics may be mistaken, but I can 
scarcely believe that the Committee will be 
gratified to be equated with Jesus Chnst any 
more than I am gratified at being equated, 
apparently, with Caiaphas, who believed 
Jesus was mistaken. 


In any case, the non-Christian attitude to 
Christianity is not concerned with tactics but 
with basic beliefs. Refusal to register for 
war work is a basic pacifist principle and is 
not a tactic for spreading pacifism 

J am amazed at this outburst of hurt 
feelings over some criticisms of particular 
tactics. When I was arrested in Hyde Park 
in 1940, it did not occur to me to “go 
limp”; I walked quietly away with the two 
policemen who had arrested me, and who 
were extremely kind to me during the hours 
I had to remain in a police-station cell 
awaiting bail, and who afterwards swore my 
life away in the magistrate’s court, 

I went to prison for a month during the 
worst of the blitz. Without newspapers or 
radio, with no news from those I loved, 
with day and night bombardment, and with 
the prison officers constantly telling me that 
whatever else happened 7 needn’t hope to 
ever get out, I had plenty of reasons for 
accepting the criticism of some of my 
fellow pacifists that I had done harm to the 
cause, aS an excuse for not going on with 
my open-air meetings and risking further 
imprisonment. 

I did after some months decide that I 
could do no other than return to my regu- 
lar meetings in Hyde Park and on Tower 
Hill. But I also gave deep and serious con- 
sideration to the views of those pacifists, 
whom I respected and esteemed, who be- 
lieved my action to be mistaken. I certainly 
did not think them intolerant because they 
differed from me, let alone make public 
accusations of intolerance against them. 

I have clearly stated on more than one 
oceasion that I admire and esteem those 
who were prepared to suffer in doing what 
they believed to be right; in my contacts 
with them I have not discovered that they 
felt themselves to be above and beyond 
criticism. 

If what I did in 1940, and am still doing, 
is to be called “ patiently stepping purely 
the persuasive path.” I can only say that in 
the long run people have to be persuaded. 
The only question is how? To ask that 
question should not be taken as an example 
of intolerance—SYBIL MORRISON, 6 
Apollo Place, London, S.W.10. 

[The correspondence on the Swaffham 
demonstrations is now closed—Eb.] 
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THEY WHO WENT TO. .SWAFFHAM—II 


Portraits of resistance 


This is the concluding article on the profiles of those who went to prison for 
14-days after the Swaffham rocket base demonstration, 


A retired nurse, Evelyn Poppleton (“ older 
generation ”), ‘helps with the clerical work 
at the office of the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom. From her home in Bow she went 
to Ilford to join the March on London last 
year; she also took part in the Aldermaston 
picket, 


She feels. very strongly that “the older 
generation, so far as their conscience and 
convictions, circumstances and physical con- 
dition allow,” should take part in such pro- 
jects as Swaffham and not leave it all to the 
younger ones. “ The older generation are so 
much more responsible for the muddle.” 


Councillor Miss Inez Randal] (‘ageing 
fast”): is a Draughtswoman with British 
Railways. A delegate to Reading Trades 
Council, she is Branch Organising Secretary 
of the Transport Salaried Staffs Association. 
Secretary of both the Reading and District 
CND and the Southern Region CND Com- 
mittee, as well as an executive committee 


Will Warren and 


Oxford mail Vilma Tordoff. 


member of Reading UNA. She joined the 
Peace Pledge Union when a teen-ager and 
played a leading part in the Aldermaston 
picket and squat. Says: 


“Even those who cannot agree with 
our aims to the point of Britain’s uni- 
lateral renunciation of nuclear weapons 
should realise that a negotiated peace is 
more likely to be achieved by a constant 
pressure by the ordinary man and woman 
than by sitting back and leaving it in the 
hands of politicians to play chess with 
until one of them is outplayed. Demo- 
cracy can only function properly where 
the will of the people is a driving force 
in the right direction. 


““We all know in our hearts that: war 
is evil and nuclear war most evil of all— 
and it’s not enough merely to recognise 
evil and deplore it; one must come to 
grips with it and fight it with all one’s 
heart and mind and will.” 


Was sacked from British Railways on 
going to prison and reinstated when she 
came out. Reading Labour Party's General 
Management Committee passed a resolution 
of support for her action. 


Michael Randle (25) is Chairman of the 
Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear 
War. He gained cxperience from the study 
done in the Peace Pledge Union’s Non- 
violence Commission and the demonstration 
in 1952-3 by the Non-violent Resistance 
Group at Aldermaston, Porton, and the 
Mildenhall atom-bomb base. Educated at 
Catholic schools, he is now an agnostic. 


Police remove Michael Scott from the 
missile base. 


He was a member of the ad-hoc Alder- 
maston March Committee set up last year 
by the Direct Action Committee to organise 
the march from London to Aldermaston. 

The Rev. Michael Scott (51), Director of 
the Africa Burenu, has filled a recently pub- 
lished book with his life story “A Time to 
Speak.” He spent three months in a Dur- 
ban, S. Africa, prison for his part in passive 
resistance to racial legislation. 

Mrs. Pat Seares (48), housewife and 
solicitor’s clerk, served a 14-day sentence 
in 1952 for refusing to “keep the peace” 
following an anti-militarist demonstration at 
a cinema. “I am not a pacifist yet, but 
with the dropping of the first atom bomb 
one’s outlook on defending one’s own 
country necds to be thought out afresh. 
The only way [ have ever thought of war is 
defending my own country if attacked. I 
have never believed in attacking another 
country. I will take no part in hating 
people because of their politics, religion, 
colour or shape of nose.” Has taken part 
in most actions for peace; is a member of 
the Ex-service Movement for Peace. 


* 


Mrs. Mildred Stater (23) came to England 
from Canada over three years ago and 
expects to return in three or four years’ 
time. * We intend to carry on the campaign 
over there but certain activities such as the 
Strenuous one of being arrested will have 
to be abandoned because of a baby expected 
in August ”—-an addition to a family which 
includes Susan (3) and Peter (2). A member 
of the United Church of Canada, the 
Labour Party and the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation and on the Executive Committee 
of the Wanstead and District CND. Found 
going to prison “an interesting and edify- 
ing experience.” 

Middlesbrough school teacher Miss Vilma 
Tordoff (29) is a humanist and member of 
the Rationalist Press Association as well as 
of the Labour Party, Victory for Socialism, 
the National Union of Teachers, and the 


Pat Seares (above) 
and Councillor Inez Randall (right). 


Fabian Society. She is secretary of her 
town’s CND and member of UNA, 

Another Canadian, who has taken part in 
peace activities in Vancouver and Montreal, 
is Tom Waldon (31), living with his wife 
and two children in Limehouse, East 
London. A _ packer, he is a Tobacco 
Workers Union shop steward, member of 
the Labour Party and of the Socialist 
Christian League. As an expression of their 
sympathy while he was in prison, the Angli- 
can church which he attends held a day of 
prayer for all working for peace, 


- 


Oxford Quaker Will Warren (52) is a 
printer’s reader, married with two children. 
His first peace activities were in the youth 
section of the No More War Movement 
formed after World War I. Has worked in 
International Voluntary Service camps in 
Spain and with the Milk for Spain Cam- 
paign, 

Finally Tom Woedall (37), an agricultural 
worker, who for the past 18 months has 
been a residential house companion in a 
home for young adult spastics. An agnostic, 
he is a member of a number of Esperanto 
organisations and International Voluntary 
Service, working for four months in the 
flooded zone of Holland during the winter 
1953-4 and four earlier work camps for 
peace in Algeria. He is also a member of 
the International Friendship League. 

Only seven of the prisoners were not on 
the march to Aldermaston last Easter. 


The march of the Direct Action Committee Against Nuclear War nears the North 
Pickenham missile base lead by Michael Randle (front Icft) next to Michael Scott. 


ON FEE =PRONT TER 


By the Rev. Tom Wardle 


“The man of today is aware of the 
confusion of his inner life, the cleavage 
in his behaviour, the demonic forces in 
his psychic and social existence. And he 
senses that not only his being, but atso 
his knowing is thrown into confusion, 
that he lacks ultimate truth, and that he 
faces, especially in the social life of our 
day, a conscious, almost demonic, distor- 
tion of truth. In this situation in which 
most of the traditional values and forms 
of life are disintegrating, he is often 
driven to the abyss of complete meaning- 
lessness, which is full of both horror and 
fascination. He also knows that this 
situation iy not the result of a mechanical 
necessity but of a destiny which implies 
freedom and guilt.” 


O writes Paul Tillich. Now an old man, 
he is one of the “new” theolo- 
gians. What is new about him is that he 
finds his terms of reference for his theo- 
logising not in Scripture, nor in tradition, 
nor in speculation about the natural world, 
but in life, in the world of being, in the 
whole complex process of thinking and feel- 
ing and loving and fearing. To be sure, 
what men have thought and felt before 
comes into the picture, but it is not to be 
accepted on the authority of those who 
thought and feli it. It is to be brought to 
the test of our experience; and our experi- 
ence today is an experience of crisis, per- 
sonal and social. The traditional securities 
are collapsing about our ears: values are in 
the melting pot, unprecedented things 
portend. 


It is in this situation that faith has to be 
reborn; it is in this context that the religious 
man (or any man) has to do his thinking 
and his striving. 


Confusion — 


Everything in the world has fallen apart 
—history, science, art, politics, philosophy, 
religion, personal Jife—our lives are por- 
tioned out amdng the specialists, we are 
separated from each other and from the 
substance of things itself. Thus, the demand 
of radical religion today is for a man to 
stand, not in this camp or that, not in the 
world of reason nor the world of faith, not 
abandoned to the “ demonic forces ” of the 
time, nor oblivious of their power; the 
demand is for him to stand on the frontier 
where everything meets. Life and death, 
science and prayer, ethics and psychology, 
philosophy and religion; the new picty is a 
piety of tension caused by the effort to live 
creatively at the heart of this confusion. 


It is from this standpoint that this column 
will be written. It will propose no easy 
answers and pass no glib comments on 
affairs; it will seek rather to point to the 
necessity for men to enter deeply into those 
affairs, that is into life itself, and find for 
themselves whether there be any meaning 
in them. 


So Dr. Daniel Francois Malan has gone. 
I went to South Africa to live just after his 
Afrikaner Nationalist Party had assumed 


oflice dedicated to~the furtherance of the 
principle of “apartheid” (separateness) 
between white and non-white. When I dis- 
cussed this man with friends in Europe later 
and told them he had been a minister of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, they were 
aghast. ‘“ How can a Christian support such 
a policy ?” they enquired. 


The chosen 


The explanation lies in the history of the 
Afrikaner people. The early settlers were 
Calvinists, strongly believing in predestina- 
tion—the doctrine that God has elected 
before time those who will attain to salva- 
tion—and the vicissitudes of their early 
years, the later humiliation (as they felt it) 
by the British, and the trek into the interior 
to find a new place to lodge helped to con- 
firm them in this doctrine. Were they not 
evidently the elect since they were so per- 
secuted? Were they not re-enacting the 
pilgrimage of God's chosen people from 
Egypt to Canaan as they trudged from the 
Cape into the unknown hinterland? And 
were the obviously different black people 
not the strangers with whom they were 
bidden to have no intimate relations for 
fear of spotting the purity of the nation 
and prejudicing their own _ salvation ? 
According to the belief, the very act of 
inter-marriage with a non-white person 
would be evidence that one was outside the 
election of God. 


Today it is asserted from many a South 
African pulpit that God in his wisdom has 
ordained that there shall be black people 
and white people, that therefore anyone 
who seeks to upst that ordination by con- 
founding the races will thereby be acting 
against the will of God. He is thus anti- 
Christian. Does it not appear that it all 
depends on what you mean by a Christian? 
ih fs gs 

“I renounce war and JI will never 

support or sanction another ” 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 

DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.4 
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A stirring tale of passive resistance and 
direct action in support of his principles 


WE 
WHO WOULD 
NOT KILL 


by Jim Peck 
(Of the War Resisters’ League Steff) 
18s. 6a. (postage 9d.) 


Di-tributed for Lyle-Stuart of 
New York by 


HOUSMARNS BOOKSHOP 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 
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As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select for publication notices sent in. We nevertheless 
desire to make it as complete a service as we reason- 
ably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to: 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mon., a.m 

2. Include Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street): 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's 
address). 

Friday. February 27 
8 p.m. Greenland Hall. St. Owen 
Swaffham Demonstration film. 


HEREFORD: 
St. April Carter. 
CND. 


LONDON, N.13.: 8 p.m. Bowes Park Meth Ch., 
Bower Rd. Rev. Bevan Wardrobe ‘‘ Nuclear Know- 
ledge and Christian Responsibilities."" Chair: Mr. 
R. G. Burnett. Methodist Peace Fellowship. 

LONDON, S.W.18.: 7.30 p.m. 13 Elsenham St., 
Southfields. The Vedantic Outlook by Swami 
Avyaktananda—*‘ Education.“" Vedanta Movement. 

LONDON, W.1.: 7.30 p.m. Above Partisan 
Coffee Ho.. 7 Carlisle St. ‘* War for Berlin?” 
Oe led by Ted Redhead, MP. Ali welcome. 
PF. 

Saturday. February 28 


BOURNEMOUTH: 3 p.m. Grand Hotel. Social 
and Films. Rev. Michael Scott. Few invitation 
tickets still available. Sec. Eric Shafer, 6 Grasmere 
Rd.. Bournemouth. CND 

KENDAL: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. Rev. Tom 
Wardle “‘ War, death and pacifism.'' Qtrly Mig. 
Lakeland Area PPU. 


LEEDS: 3 p.m. Carlton Hill Mtg. Ho., Waad- 
house Lane. Yorkshire Area AGM. PPU. 
STEVENAGE: 3.30 p.m. New Town Centre. 


Open-air speaking and Peace News selling, CND. 
Saturday and Sunday February 28 and March 1 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Friends Mtg. Ho., Gros- 

venor Park. PPU London and SE Areas Weekend 

School. ‘‘ Pacifism in the Cold War."" 3 p.m. 

Saturday: Wallace Hancock, Allen Skinner. 2.30 

p.m. Sunday: Stuart Morris. Chair: Sybil Morrison. 


Monday, March 2 


LONDON, S.E.1.: 8 p.m. Festival Hall. Jazz 
Concert for Race Relations Fund of Christian 
Action. Johnny Dankworth, Humphrey Lyttleton 
and Paul Robeson (health permitting). 

SHIPLEY: 7.30 p.m. Labour Party Rooms, 
Westgate, PPU. 

Tuesday, March 3 

LONDON. N.W.3.: 8 p.m. Town Hall, Belsize 
Park. * Any Questions on Nuclear Weapons.”’ Dr. 
E. Burhop. Prof. F. G. Gregory, F.R.S., Ernie 
Roberts, A.E.U.. Rev. Michael Scott. Stephen 
Swingler, M.P. (Speaker invited from Civil Defence 
Central Admin.). CND. 

Wednesday, March 4 

LONDON, N.4.: 7.30 p.m. Peace News Office, 3 
Blackstock Rd. Michael Scott. PYAG. 

ST. LEONARDS: 7 p.m. 2 Clarence Ho., St. 
Clements Place (top of East Ascent). Films of. the 
Holy Land taken and shown by Margery Cave. 
PPU. 

Thursday, March 5 


CAMBRIDGE: 8.15 p.m. Debating Hall, The 
Union. Prof. Frisch, Mervyn Jones. CND. 
LONDON, E.t1.: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. WDerek Rennie ‘‘ From London to 
Bagdad."' PPU. 


Saturday, March 7 
BRIGHTON: 3.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Ship 
St. Max Parker ‘' Visit to Russia ’' and ‘ Purpose 


FoR."’ FoR. 
of NOUNSLOW: 6.30 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho.. 


Busch Corner. Isleworth. Conference ‘‘ The Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Arms Drive.’ Prof. J. D. 
Bernal, FRS Hounslow Peace Movement and 


Society of Friends. 


SAFFRON WALDEN: 8 p.m. Town Hall. Rev. 


Michael! Scott. CND. 
Monday. March 9 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd.. Kings 
Heath. Mtg. of Kings Heath and Cotteridge PPU. 


Wednesday, March [1 
LONDON, N.4.: 7.30 p.m. Peace News Office. 3 
Blackstock Rd. Speaker on Independent Labour 
Party. PYAG. 
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Ewory week! 


SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.C.b: 3 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. 
Poster Parade followed by meeting at Manctte St. 
PPU and PYAG. 

SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 3 p.m. Hyde Park. PYAG. 
LONDON: 3 pm. Clapham Common. Open air 
mtg. The Brotherhood of the Way. 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON : Weekend Workcamps. Work for needy 


sections of the community. IVS, 72 Oakley Sq., 
London, N.W.1. 
TUESDAYS 


MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site. 
Christian Pacifist open-air meeting, MPF. 
WEDNESDAYS 
LONDON. N.4: 7 p.m. Peace News Office, 3 
Blackstock Rd. Pacifist Youth Action Group. 


MR OR OO a a ag oe Op 


Briefly 


Phone tapping by the British Government 
has been successful in detecting crime in 
only 0.13 per cent of the cases, 

Evacuation policies of Civil Defence in 
Britain are being re-examined by the 
Home Office with local authorities. 


MABEL EYLES AND PARTNERS 


DUPLICATING, SHORTHAND, TYPING, 
TRANSLATING, PRINTING. PRIVATE 


LESSONS (ENGLISH, FRENCH, LATIN.) 
395 Hornsey Rd., London, N.19 MOU 1701 


ILFRACOMBE 


A welcome awaits you at 


FAIRWYNDS VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE 
Why not take an early holiday and enjoy 
the delights of DEVON in the spring. 
Mr. & Mrs. F. C, Burton, Wilder Rd. 
V.C.A. Member 


Tel.: 85. 


Gains and losses 


over Cyprus 
By FENNER BROCKWAY MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


"PHE Cypriot settlement is a compromise and there 

are features of it which the majority of the Cypriot 
people are unlikely to accept as a lasting solution. Let 
me try to balance the gains and losses. 


Except for the enclaves which are to 
Cypriot sovereignty has been recognised. 
victory. 


There is to be a nationally elected Parlia- 
ment, representing both Greeks and Turks. 
The absence of this was the main defect 
of the Macmillan Plan. 


There is to be a Greek President, repre- 
senting the 80 per cent majority population. 
Archbishop Makarios will no doubt be 
elected. This will be a dramatic symbol of 
the new status of the island. 


Thirty per cent of the membership of 
the Parliament will be Turkish and the 
Vice-President will be a Turk. The Cabinet 
of ten will include three Turkish. This is 
a generous recognition of the 18 per cent 
Turkish minority, but the Greek Cypriots 
have always been ready to be generous in 
recognition of minority rights. 


More serious is the power of veto in 
foreign affairs, defence and communal rela- 
tions which is given to the Vice-President. 
This may at some point prove a cause of 
conflict. 


Future of the bases 


There are to be separate Greek and 
Cypriot assemblies for communal affairs, 
such as education and religion. This need 
not be divisive of national unity in the 
larger sphere of common affairs, though 
one hopes that the common education of 
the children of the two communities will 
extend. 


The provision for separate Greek and 
Turkish municipal authorities is bad. This 
will maintain division at a local level and 
will be difficult to operate because of the 
presence of both races in towns and villages. 
In the towns the separate Greek and 
Turkish locations are not self-sufficient as 
administrative units. 


The most serious infringement of full 
independence, however, is the retention of 
the British bases with British sovereignty 
over the sites and the presence on the island 
of units of troops from Greece atid Turkey. 


Whatever arrangements have been 
initialled now, the principle of self-deters 
mination requires that the national Cypriot 
Parliament when elected shall have the 
right to decide the duration of the bases 
and of the presence of foreign troops. 


An amnesty will be granted, the detainees 
will be released, and the Emergency Laws 
will be annulled. This is an immense gain 
and will do very much to create a new 
atmosphere. 


Conflict beneath 


Such are the advantages and disadvantages 
of the terms of the agreement. Over-riding 
the details is the great fact that peace will be 
restored and not only that the conflict 
between the British and the Cypriots will 
end but that the opportunity be given for 
harmony to be restored between the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot communities. 


I think it will be found that the Cypriot 
people will accept the agreement, though 
without enthusiasm. The fact that Arch- 
bishop Makarios has concurred (though 
obviously under pressure), that he is to be 
returning to Cyprus, and that he is to be 
the head of the State will be the determining 
facts immediately, 


But as time goes on different political 
attitudes among the Cypriot people will 


emerge. They have been kept in check 
during the national struggle. All Greek 
Cypriots have accepted Archbishop 


Makarios, elected both as political and 
religious leader, as their spokesman. But 
underneath there have been differences. 


EOKA has killed not only British soldiers 
and civilians. It has killed Greek Cypriots. 
This has happened because there have been 


be British bases, 
This is a major 
Greek Cypriots who have declined to join 
in the terrorist methods of EOKA. 


There has been an underlying conflict 
between Right and Left among Greek 
Cypriots, and, strange though it may seem, 
it has been the Left which has declined to 
commit itself to EOKA and its methods. 
The largest Trade Union movement, in 
which Communist influence is strong, has 
been the main victim of EOKA attacks on 
fellow Cypriots. 


These differences will probably be re- 
vealed after the first flush of emotion accom- 
panying the return of Archbishop Makarios 
has passed. The Communists will clearly 
resent the presence of British, Greek and 
Turkish troops on the island. But not only 
the Communists. 


Archbishop Makarios has himself previ- 
ously insisted that the issue of the British 
bases must be decided democratically by the 
Cypriot people themselves, and has said that 
Cyprus must never again be used for aggres- 
sion as it was at the time of the Suez inva- 
sion. EOKA has opposed the retention of 
the bases. A wider Left than the Com- 
munists, including other Trade Unionists, 
will undoubtedly express their opposition. 


I should say that the majority opinion in 
Cyprus, as among nearly all colonial 
peoples, is for neutrality between the rival 
Western and Soviet blocs, and, therefore, for 
the exclusion of military bases from their 
territory. 


Withdrawal of troops ? 


Nevertheless, it is probable that Cyprus 
will follow the pattern of its neighbouring 
countries in the Middle East: first nominal 
sovereignty, then the withdrawal of foreign 
troops, independent Egypt passed through 
& period of British occupation of the Suez 
Canal zone. Some of the Arab countries 
still have their British bases. Egypt secured 
the withdrawal of foreign troops. The Arab 
countries are moving towards similar with- 
drawals, 

My expectation is that the Cypriot 
people will accept the agreement, but that 
following this qualified independence, 
pressure will grow for complete independ- 
ence, including the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops. When that demand be- 
comes imperative, Britain, Greece and 
Turkey will be wise to give way. 

There is reason to hope that in the course 
of time, not necessarily long, the features of 
the agreement which maintain segregation 
between the Greek and Turkish communities 
in Cyprus will be progressively reduced. 
Separate racial representation is accepted 
temporarily in certain colonies (East and 
Central Africa, for example) where there are 
different races, but even there, despite much 
social segregation, democrats are demanding 
progress towards a common electoral roll 
and the nomination of candidates irrespec- 
tive of race. There is much less social differ- 
ence in Cyprus between Greeks and Turks, 
and within a few years the two races should 
have overcome the antagonism which has 
arisen during the last four tragic years. 

Cyprus is not through its difficulties. Full 
freedom has not been won. The present 
agreement cannot be regarded as a perma- 
nent solution, 

We must create a public opinion in 
Britain and a British Government which 
recognises that the principle of sovereignty 
and independence cannot exclude military 
bases and the presence of foreign troops 
from the scope of democratic determination. 
The Greek and Turkish peoples in Cyprus 
must so integrate with each other that prin- 
ciples rather than race shall decide political 
association. Only when these two things 
are achieved will Cyprus be a free demo- 
cracy. 


Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author. 
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TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. 1s. extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address for Box 
No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4. 

MEETINGS 

“NUCLEAR TESTS AND PROTESTS *"—A pub- 

lic meeting. Admission free. Co-op Hall, 129 


Seven Sisters Road, N.7. Thursday, March 5. 
7.45 p.m. Socialist Party of Great Britain. 
ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 
1340. Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., London, N.5- 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District, Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those 1equiring rest as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with views of fells.—Isabel James, 
Telephone: Grasmere 334. 

BREAKFAST IN BED and other free services in 
this friendly Hotel used by Christian and _public- 
spirited people in Britain's Best Climate ( ficial 
Town claim). Rooms available now in our nearby 
Annexe adjoining Rose Gardens, sheltered yet open 
south view of sea. ‘Phone Hastings 4784, or write 
for iNustrated and informative brochures to Norman- 
hurst Private Hotel, Sea-front, St. Leonards, Sussex. 


FRINTON-ON-SEA. GEM OF East Coast. Peace- 
ful and uncommercialised. Charming house over- 
looking famous greensward and sea. Entirely vegetar- 
ian food reform. August fully booked. Children wel- 
comed. Lilian and Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, 
Esplanade. Tel. 691. 

KESWICK—Visit the Lake District for your 
holiday this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads. offers beautiful scenery, good food, 
comfort and friendly atmosphere. Tel. 508 or write 
Anne Coupe (nee Horner). 

NEWQUAY, CORNWALL. Excellent for Early. 
Holidays. Corisande Guest House, Pentire, Newquay. 
Bathing from house. Conducted excursions. | jood 
food. Comfortable. Weil recommended. Exceptionally 
good value. Brochure No.4 free from Douglas 
“* Littlestone,'’ Ashcombe Road, Dawhsh, 
Tel. 235}. 

NORTH WALES. Vegetarian and vegan guest 
house near mountains and sea. Beach hut available. 
Lovely woodland garden.. Compost-grown fruit and 
vegetables. Brochure from Jeannie and George Lake, 
Plas-Y-Coed, Penmaen Park, Lianfairfechan. Tel. 
161. V.C.A. Member. 

PACIFIST TYPES ARE WELCOME at Reculver 
Lodge, Beltinge, Kent. Vegetarians catered for. 
Excursions by microbus. ; 

SEA PALLING, NORFOLK. Quiet Village, Broads 
District. Wonderful sands, best weather in Britain ! 
Good food (vegetarian optional), all mod. con- 
veniences, friendly atmosphere. ‘‘ Woodbine "’ Guest 
House. Hickling 236. ' 

SNOWDONIA, CARAVAN, PRIVATE site. Farm 
near sea and mountains. Jones, Bodryn, Dinasdinlle, 
Caernarvon. rt 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK. Vegetarian 
Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sea bathing and sands. Also furnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

PERSONAL 


BACHELOR CONTEMPLATING PURCHASE 
country house small holding as Guest House-Hoste! 
for students. Elderly. Invites others interested. Box 


812. 

EXTENSION LADDERS—push up or with rope 
apparatus. Quality workmanship guaranteed. 
lished 70 years. Price list from Roberts, 12 Clare 
Road, Cardiff. 

GARDEN CATALOGUE. Post free from R. 
Rule, Seedsman, Shirley Terminus, Southampton. 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHER, widower, good 
family. buying ca-ed. school shortly, requires part- 
‘- ~ ior Mistress for the K.G. 
ner, ad eoutgsy_or, Sent lity first need. Box 
Practical yet sympathas oerponality Prst ats) 
811. . 
1F YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 
when making your next purchases: L 336943. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by the 
Secretary, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without vac- 
cination certificates. | Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League,, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way. London, S.W.1. 

PHOTOGRAPHY-PUBLICITY. PERSONAL, Com- 
mercial, Industrial, J. R. Sandy, 6 Gerrard St., 
London, W.!. Ger 0363. 

WAR  RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air mail 
cavers. Please send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, 
Middlesex. . 

WE INVITE ENQUIRIES about our work for 
international friendships. S.A.E. details, ‘‘ Caravan "* 
(PN), 84 St. Thomas’s Rd., London, N.4. 


LITERATURE 


BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY — 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war—the 
** Socialist Leader."* Indispensable to members of tho 
PPU who want up-to-date information of home and 
world politics. Threepence weekly. Obtainable from 
your newsagem or from 48 Dundas Sr., Glasgow, 
C.1, and 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 

DID YOU KNOW that you can order any book 
on any subject through Housmans Bookshop, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4? 

PEACE NEWS LIBRARY requires Vols. I and II 
of Keesings Contemporary Archives  (pre-1937). 
Offers to 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature respect- 
ing the Faith and Practice of the Religious Society 
of Friends, free on application to Friends Heme 
Service Cttee., Friends House. Euston Road, Lon- 
don, N.W.1I. 

FOR SALE 


BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS : Solve the preseat 
problem by giving your friends a subscription to 
PEACE NEWS. Eight weeks’ introductory postal 
subscription 2s. 6d. Birthday card 6d. extra. Sub- 
scription Dept., Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE. PPU Headquarters 
will be requiring the services of a receptionist at the 
end of March. Duttes also involve responsibility for 
the telephone switchboard, postage book, sale of 
literature, etc. Hours 9.30-5.30 and one Saturday 
morning in six. Apply with full particulars, refer- 
ences, etc., to the General Secretary, 6 Endsleigh 
St., London, W.C.1. 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE is open up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to Fri. 
8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
& Cook, Stationers), Finsbury Park (nr. sta.), N.4. 
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MACMILLAN’S TOP STATESMEN 
TALKS 


AN EDITORIAL 
LR. MACMILLAN’S VISIT TO MOSCOW HAS RAISED HIGH 
HOPES IN MANY QUARTERS, DESPITE HIS OWN WORDS 
OF CAUTION AGAINST EXPECTING TOO MUCH. 
Although the Prime Minister wanted before leaving London to play 
down the talks in case nothing emerges, many people clearly regard the 
Moscow trip as a forerunner of possible full-scale Summit Talks. 


LAURENCE 


@ FROM PAGE ONE 

was anonymous, it was immensely popular; 
but when the author was known it began 
to flop, was to have learned (at first hand 
and not too unpleasantly—£2,000 was a 
prodigious lot of money) two complemen- 
tary lessons: first, how much the public 
wants to be deceived, and how cross it is 
when it is undeceived; and second, how 
avid it is for stories of “ real life,” as it is 
called. 

Maybe I exaggerate the effect of this 
experience on Laurence Housman. Any- 
how, it is the fact that Laurence Housman, 
as artist and as man, has been constantly 
distinguished by his sympathy for the 
ambiguity of human nature. It is more than 
sympathy; it is positive affection; it is more 
even than positive affection, for it discerns, 
precisely in this ambiguity, a solid ground 
of hope. 


* 
Let me quote from his own words in 
“The Preparation of Peace”: 

“It is a strange thing that a principle 
of life from which we are (in practice) 
further away than we are from principles 
and practices which we regard as ex- 
tremist, is yet a principle which haunts 
us. We cannot away with it. Jesus Christ 
was the greatest extremist that the world 
has ever seen, for in a world that be- 
lieved in violence, He abjured violence. 
‘Resist not evil,” ‘overcome evil with 
good,’ is the teaching of an extremist. 
“Love your neighbour, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you and persecute you’ 
is the teaching of an extremist. In our 
so-called free democracies we are nearer 
to Fascism and Nazism than we are to 
that. Yet it holds us. We cannot get 
away from it. Though it may seem un- 
attainable, it is yet truer to human nature 
than all those other evil things to which 
we are so much nearer today; for surely, 
if it were not truer to human nature, it 
would not attract us as an ideal to be 
striven for. You cannot be attracted by 
that with which you have no affinity. 

“People talk of certain things, good or 


HOUSMAN 


bad, as ‘unbelievable of human nature.’ 
But whether good or bad, they have all 
been done by somebody at some time in 
the world’s history. If ever you hear or 
read of something unbelievably base 
which a man has done, so base as to be 
out of keeping with your idea of human 
nature, Jet it be an encouragement to you 
to believe also that the things which now 
seem to you too good for attainment are 
yet possible; that human nature only 
stands at a stage of its moral evolution; 
that man is still not made, but only in 
the making.” 


I think that faith of Laurence Housman’s 
is really more profound than that of those 
—profound thinkers though they sometimes 
are—who insist on the aboriginal depravity 
of human nature. It is more profound, to 
my sense, because it has more of the crea- 
tive imagination of the artist in it; it looks 
backward, undismayed, to the long process 
of human history, and the creation and 
supersession of Gods; it looks forward to 
the day when humanity will have absorbed 
its own highest intuition into the nature of 
the divine—which is also and necessarily its 
highest intuition into the nature of the 
human. He puts his vision into the dialogue 
between the two conceptions of the Christian 
God, where Quictus says: 

“One day I heard one of my wor- 
shippers say: ‘God is Love.’ At first it 
surprised me. And then I found it was 
true. I love my worshippers. I love those 
who don’t worship me. I love every one. 
When it is equally true that men love—as 
much as I do; when it can be said ‘ Man 
is Love’ he won’t need me any more. 
Love will have become man. It’s coming, 
but it’s taking a long time.” 

A long time: and a journey by strange 
ways. But I do believe that this total in- 
corporation of the divine in man, foreseen 
by Laurence Housman, and by William 
Blake before him, is the only hope, and a 
justified hope—indeed, an inevitable hope— 
if the world of men that is now grown in- 
capable of faith in the supernatural is not 
to be condemned to utter despair. 

I believe the Christian humanism of 
Laurence Housman is impregnable. 


In Moscow there has been talk of wider 
cultural exchanges between Britain and 
Russia, and offers of long-term peace 
treaties. There may yet be further con- 
siderations raised before the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Secretary return. 


There is little doubt that these talks could 
bring about an important lessening of ten- 
sion. This in turn could allow considerable 
changes in the world crisis. 

When hopes are raised so high at such a 
desperate time one hesitates to utter a word 
of caution, but certain facts must be faced. 

It is the Top Statesmen—with the sup- 
port or acquiescence of the short-sighted 
and the docile—who themselves bear a very 
heavy responsibility for the creation of the 
present fantastic arms race. Their record 
speaks for itself: 


@ They have persistently refused to 
consider disarmament seriously. 

@ They have taken over foreign terri- 
tories wholesale in order to extend their 
empires and spheres of influence, 


@ They have continually ignored the 


millions of hungry and backward 

peoples who need massive aid, 

Their sort of mentality, which has no re- 
gard for human need, will not be turned 
easily to think in constructive terms, They 
will readily find that the creation of true 
peace entails a political, economic and 
social revolution from which their own 
military and power-guided minds shrink. 


They have already discovered that hard 
bargaining round the table is not conducive 
to results, The alternative of unilaterial 
action is scarcely within their range of 
thinking. 

These are powerful considerations against 
positive results from Summit talks. 

There are equally telling arguments 
against the whole idea of Top Talks as a 
panacea, 


When so much power is concentrated in 
the hands of so few, democracy suffers; and 
it is the democratic content of a society 
which dictates what creative developments 
are possible, 

Today the person who puts a premium 
on human values and human needs must 
explore every means of refusing to co- 
operate with such a Power system, 

Peace and true democracy will be 
assured when people take their fate into 
their own hands. 

Without such action there may be an 
accommodation of the Great Powers which 
could postpone the ultimate explosion, but 
there will never be fundamental change, 

It is because we have to break right away 
from the situation of tottering on the brink 
that we wish Mr. Macmillan well—and look 
elsewhere for hope. 


Housman: the inevitable rebel 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union, writes: 

The Puck or the Peter Pan of Pacifism ? 
Which title would suit Laurence Housman 
the better, for he shared the characteristics 
of both? He remained so young in heart 
and mind through the “ unexpected years ” 
and the whimsical trait was always upper- 
most, 


In referring to him as “Idealist and 
Iconoclast,” The Times was right only in the 
sense that not being prepared to violate his 
intelligence or his conscience by accepting 
a conventional belief in God, he wanted to 
destroy all false gods not from wantonness 
but to reveal Truth. His idealism was not 
of the kind often described as “ starry-eyed.” 
He could not be content with less than the 
Truth, in witnessing which he was eager to 
give all be could. So from the start the 
Suffragette movement claimed his active 
support, as did all other progressive causes. 


Laurence Housman was the _ inevitable 
rebel, a great sceptic, and the best type of 
honest doubter. In one regard he had no 
doubts whatever. The Peace Pledge Union 
represented for him the only possible atti- 


tude to war, and in his renunciation of war 
he never wavered for a minute, One of the 
original sponsors, for many years he gave 
freely of his time to speak at meetings or 
give public readings from_ his plays on 
behalf of the PPU. He was always avail- 
able for consultation and advice, 


I personally owe him much for unfailing 
friendship, and because when the financial 
future of the PPU was uncertain in the days 
following Dick Sheppard's death, he made 
himself personally responsible for my salary 
and so allowed me to carry on with the 
work I most wanted to do, 


Several years ago he wrote and acted in 
his own death-bed scene, and those who 
want to have an insight into his heart and 
mind should read Backwords and Fore- 
words. For many it has become almost 
traditional and hackneyed to refer to the 
welcoming trumpets on the other side. 
Laurence Housman was content to antici- 
pate the sound of the cock crowing, and 
those who have so many reasons to re- 
member him with affection and gratitude 


will hope that it was the herald of a new 
dawn. 


NATIONS are never involved in 
“wars without reasons being given 
to their peoples: these reasons vary 
from the “calculated aggression” by 
some other country to the necessity 
for “keeping law and order” in some 
other country, or “defending the 
rights” of certain minorities in 
countries where these minorities are 
not necessarily native. 


Because of the possibility of war for any 
of these reasons, nations have kept in being 
armies and navies and air forces as well as 
arsenals of ammunition, from rifles to 
rockets and bombers to H-bombs. Trained 
and disciplined troops and engincers await 
the moment when the word goes out that 
calls them to war. 


Before that happens the peoples of the 
countries concerned are carefully prepared 
to accept its necessity. Statesmen make 
speeches which indicate that no effort has 
been spared to find some other way than 
war, but always, it is alleged, “the other 
side” is intransigent, obstinate, indulging in 
terrorism, or some smaller country has, per- 
haps, asked for help. 

This latter reason invariably has an effec- 
tive emotional appeal to British people, who 


In modern conditions such aggression 


like to think of themselves as the strong, 
silent race which fights on behalf of the 
weak, but never for its own ends. 


Macmillan does well to warn against the 
dangers of propaganda, and it is to be 
hoped that he will give heed to his own 
words. In the past there is no doubt that 
we have been victims of our own propa- 
ganda, but it is not the ordinary people 
who use propaganda, it is the politicians, 
the statesmen, and the Press, and it is by 
no means only in Russia that people are 
indoctrinated with fear and anger, emotions 
which are an essential part of the means of 
warfare. 

In the past, the decision that cold war 
should break into hot war, or negotiations 
give way to violence, or invasion take place 
for the purpose of keeping law and order, 


By Sybil Morrison 
Monstrous miscalculation 


It is not that we fear acts of calculated aggression, and | hope you do not. 


between the Great Powers would be 


suicidal folly. At the same time, it is impossible to hide from ourselves the 
dangers of a war by miscalculation or muddle . . . 
the burdens of mankind by becoming victims of our own propaganda. .... 

—The British Prime Minister. Moscow, February 21, 1959, 


. At least let us not add to 


has been a calculated risk onthe part of 
the Governments concerned. Never before 
has it been suggested that a war could take 
place because someone made a muddle or 
a miscalculation. 


Statesmanship may have been bankrupt 
of any idea other than the final arbitrament 
of force, but never of such monstrous mis- 
calculation as to involve the destruction of 
the whole human race by mistake. 


The weapons with which man_ has 
equipped himself because of his belief in 
that final arbitrament of force, which he so 
far has refused to discard, has made even 
the most militant of nations stand back 
from the brink aghast. 

The recognition that it is war itself which 
has made these terrible weapons possible is 
slow in coming; all sorts of ideas for pre- 


venting their use are suggested, and many 
people seem to believe that an agreement 
not to use them would be effective. 


Yet it is clear that so long as the means 
for manufacturing them is known, so long 
as nuclear power exists and can be turned 
to this end, there is little chance that if 
Statesmen should “ muddle” into war that 
they would not eventually be used. 


Macmillan has said that aggression would 
be “suicidal folly,” but suicide is not 
usually folly; it is, as a rule, the tragic con- 
sequence of an unbalanced mind, since the 
instinct of self-preservation is the strongest 
of any other. Only an unbalanced mind 
would muddle so grossly and grotesquely as 
to involve mankind in mass suicide. 


If, as he says, Mr. Macmillan does not 
fear the “suicidal folly” of “calculated 
aggression,” then the propaganda which has 
made the people of Britain fear it from 
Russia is far worse than folly; it is a 
dreadful crime. 

As has been proved in Cyprus, a few 
concessions are far stronger than armed 
strength. When war has been abolished as 
the evil and futile method that it is, the 
will to find solutions to problems will take 
its place. 


Published by Peace News Ltd., 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4, and Printed in Great Britain by Fish 
& Cook Ltd., 135 Fonthill Road, N.4. 
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